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The PRE FACE. 
I. J Hare been defir d to ſay ſomething 
more concerning Apollonius Tya 
nxus, hereafter mention d, p. 42. tho it 
lies upon the Deiſts to produce him, if 
they dare pitch upon him as an Inflance, 
to which they are fairly invited: But 
herein only ſhew their Modeſty ; they 
are Baſhful in the Face of an Argument, 
but where a Jeſt, a Grin, er a Laugh 
will carry it off, they are Unmerciful, 
and Triumph clamorouſly. They have 
brought upon the Stage no Competitor 
to our Bleſſed Saviour, equal to their A- 
pollonius. Therefore I nam d him, and 
provok'd them, (but I cannot) to bring 
it to a Tryal. For the ſake therefore of 
ſome Readers, who may not nom the Story, 
I will here give this ſhort Account of him. 

Firſt then, let it be obſers/d, That what 
Account we have of Apollonius Tyana- 
us, is from Philoſtratus, who li“, an 
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Hundred Zears after the Time in which 
this Apollonius is ſaid to have flouriſh'd. 

Whence had Philoſtratus this? He 
ſays, from the Book of one Damis, who 
had been a Companion of Apollonius's. 
How came Philoſtratus by this Book? 
He ſays, that an Acquaintance of Da- 
miss brought the Empreſs Julia to 
the Knowledge of his Commentaries, 
which till then had not been publiſh'd. 
Igive it you in the Words of Me. Blount's 
Tr ranſſation.) And that the Empreſs com- 
manded Philoſtratus to Tranſcribe 
thoſe Commentarics, and beſtow 
ſome pains on the Relations con- 
taind in them. What Pains was this? 
Only to Tranſcribe? No, that was ſmall 
— 5 and not fit to be Impos d upon ſo 
great an Orator as Pluloſtratus, it was 
the Office of a Clerk. But, it ſeems, this 


Book of Damis's was ſo Poorly wrote, as 


not fit to be exposd to view, at leaſt of 
the ee who, as Philoſtratus tells 


us, 
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us, Was much addicted to the ſtudy of 
Rhetorick. For, ( ſays he) Damis had 
given a Plain but Unelegant Deſcrip- 


45 the Commentaries of Damis. For he 
Ms tells us, (ibid. J. I. c. 3.) That in Com- 
as poſing theſe Books of his, he had Ga- 


tion of them, i. e. of the Acts of Apol- 
lonius. Therefore the Pains that Philo- 


3 took, he tells us, was upon the 


elations of Apollonius that were in 
the Commentaries of Damis. And to 
fit them for the Ear of an Empreſs, who 
lov'd Rhetorick, alias, Romancing and 
fine Stories. So that we are not ſure we 
have oneWord 
Damis. But this we are ſure of, That 
we have them only as they were New- 


pleaſe the Fancy of a Rhetorical-Lady. 
But, which is more, Philoſtratus do's 
not pretend, that he confin'd himſelf to 


ther'd together the Diſperſed Relati- 


ons of Apollonius into one Volume. 
A3 And 


of the Commentarics of 


Dreſt, and Vampt by an Orator, to 
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iv The Preface. 
And Names another Author, one Mcoe- 
i ragenes, who had Wrote Four Books 
| concerning Apollonius: But he ſays, 
| that ther is no Credit to be given to 
| them. Why ? Becauſe, ( ſays he) Moe- 
ragcnes, in his Books, ſeemeth to bg 
altogether Ignorant of his ( Apollo- 
nius 8) Actions. It ſeems they were not 
Jo Romantick, as the Commentaries 
of Damus, and ſo leſs fit for an Enter- 
cainment to the Empreſs. But they do 
| not ſeem to be the leſs True for that. 
And Philoſtratus gives no other Reaſon 


againſt them, 1. c. They were not for his 

| Purpoſe, which was, to Compoſe ſomething 

} New and Surprizing, to Gratifie the 

7 Empreſs. 

q Let me obſerve here, That this was an 
Age, wherein the Melcſiaca, or Feign'd 
Romantick Stories were much in vogue : 
Such as Heliodorus his Ethiopicks, The 
Amours of Clitophon and Leucippe, 
c. And it is very Probable, that Phi- 

ko. ſtratus 
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loſtratus living, as he tells, at Cou rt, 
wou'd Endeavour not to be out of the 
Faſhion. 8 
And indeed, if he had been to compoſe 
a Romance, to have Appear'd like any 


thing of Truth, he con d not have Intro- 
duc d it upon leſs Authority, and more 


Precarious a Foundation, than this 
which he has given for his Hero, Apol- 
lonius. 

So extreamly Slight, that ſome very 
Learned Men have, not without Reaſon, 
Doubted whether ever ther was ſuch a 
Man as this Apollonius. 

It is true that Origen (Contr. Cell.) 


do's mention him. But ſo he did likewiſe 


the Recognition of St. Clement, (Tom. 3. 
Comment. in Geneſ. in Philocal. c. 23.) 
which now are taken for Granted to have 


been wrote only in his Name. And it is 


no ſtrange thing, that ſome Wiſe and 
Learned Men may be Impos d upon, in 
Matters of this Nature, 

A 4 But 
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But neither Wiſe nor Fooliſh, that 
baue Fyes in their Head, can be In- 
pos'd upon in the Four Marks hereafter 
given p..5.: whereby to Aſcertain the 
Truch of any Matter of Fact. And the 
Deiſts not daring to bring, the Matter 
of Fact of Apollonius 10 the Teſt of 
theſe Rules: "all that they can poſſibly 
Infer from their, Legends, is, That Yer- 
haps they may be True. Whereas, they 
muſt Acknowledge, unleſs they will = 
the Certainty of all their Senſes, That 
the Matters of Fact of Moſes, and of 
Chriſt, are Certainly, Un-dubitably, 
and Infallibly True. 

And ther is almoſt the ſame Certain- 
ty, That thoſe of Apollonius muſt be 
| Falſe. Becauſe, as Men cannot be Impos d 
upon in ſuch Notorious Matters of Fact: 
Ir is ext io the ſame Impoſſibility, 7 hat 
«hey ſbeud Forget them; at leaſt, ſo 
Soon as were theſe which are told of A- 
Pollonius. For Example, His freeing the 


City 


Converſe with many other Kings, and 
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City of Epheſus from the Plague. His 


Vaniſhing out of the Preſence of Domi- 


tian, and his Court, when he was ar- 


raign'd before him. And his familiar 


Wonders done before them; and the 
Mighty Eſtimation, even to Adoration, 


which he is thereby ſaid to have obtain'd 


all over the World. © 
Now is it Poſſible, That all this 


cou d be ſo Totally Forgot, as that no 


Mention at all ſhou'd be made of it for 
100 Years after theſe things were ſaid 
10 be done? Inſomuch that Philoſtratus 
Complains, in the Introduction to his 
Legend, (1.1. c. 1.) That whereas Py- 
thagoras, and other Ancient Philoſo- 


phers, who had liud many Ages before, 


were ſtill Remember d with great Vene- 
ration, yet that Apollonius, who, us hz 
ſays, Came nearer to Divine Wiſdom 
than Pythagoras himſelf, is not yet 
known among Men- tho” he Lived 

neither 
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neither yery Long ago, nor yet very 
lately. 


Was it Poſſi ble, that the Death of ſo 
Famous a Perſon pon d not have been 
Greatly Notic'd ? And his Sepulcher 
— . 'd and Viſited? Jet Philoſtratus | 
tells, that ther was No Certainty of the | 
Place where he Dyed: That ſome ſaid | 
it was at Epheſus; Some at Rhodes; 
and Some at Crete. And that His Se- 
pulcher cou'd no where be found. To 
help this, Some beſtow'd an Apotheoſis 
upon Him, And would hade it, That | 
He was talen up into Heaven. But did 
any body ſee it? No. That is not ſo much 
as "Alleds ed. Nor could Philoſtratus 
believe 5; who ſaid that he had Tra- 
vell'd far and near to find out his Sc- 
pulcher, but cou'd not Hear of it. 

And if he was ſo Univerſally Fa- 
mous as Philoſtratus has e 
Him, cou'd Mœragenes have wrote His 
Life, And be Altogether Ignorant of 


His 
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his Actions, as Philoſtratus has Accu- 
fed him? Meœragenes wrote before Phi- 
loſtratus; And therefore had better Rea- 
on to know. And if Philoſtratus had 
# 7ranſmitted to us the Commentarics 
of Mcoeragenes, as well as what Helps he 
took out of thoſe of Damis, or Father d 
upon him; We jhou'd no Doubt, have 
had a more Moderate Account of A- 
pollonius; ſince Philoſtratus do's con- 
feſs, That for that Only Reaſon he had 
rejected the Books of Mœragenes. And 
if they were in being when he Wrote, 
he was under a Neceſſity of ſaying ſome- 
thing againſt them (tho what he has 
ſaid Confirms them the more) becauſe 
they gave the Lic ſo Notoriouſy to his 
New Romance of Apollonius. 

But now, to ſum up all, let us ſup- 
Poſe to the utmoſt, that all this ſaid Ro- 
mance were Truc, what wou'd this a- 
mount to? Only that Apollonius did 
ſach things. What then? What if he were 
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ſo Vertuous a Perſon, as that God 
Hou d have given him the Power 10 Work 
ſeveral Miracles? This wou'd no ways 
burt the Argument that is here brought 
againſt the Deiſts : Becauſe Apolloni- 
us ſer up no new Religion, nor did he 
Pretend that he was ſent with any Re- 
velation from Heaven, ro introduce any 
New ſort of the Worſhip of God. So 
that it is of no Conſequence to the World, 
whether theſe were Truc or Pretended 
Miracles: Whether Apollonius was an 
Honeſt Man, or a Magician: Or Whe- 
ther Ever ther nas ſuch a Man or not. For 
he left no Law or Goſpel behind him, to 
be Receiv'd upon the Credit of thoſe Mi- 
racles which he is ſaid to have Wrought. 
And therefore, if be did Work ſuch, it is 
10 Prejudice to the Iruth, either of the 
Law or the Goſpel. So that this Whole 
Parallel berwixt Apollonius and Chriſt, 
is altogether Impertinent, and ſhews at 
once 
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i once the Impotence as well as Malice 
q of thoſe uho Propoſe it. 

8 2. This brings me from Apollonius, 

t to bis New Editor among ſt us, Charles 
HBlount. For I find my ſelf oblis d to 
e Account for what I have ſaid of him, 
p. 40. I have been told, (ſince the —— 
Y Edition of this ) That it has Diſoblig'd 

0 ſome Friends (Jar from my Intention) 
, who for Relation or Acquaintance had 
d a Regard to the Perſon of Mr. Blount, 
tho not to his Principles; and think 
that ] have us'd him too Courſiv, be 
Y WM being a Gentleman. 

of But n hen it is Conſider d, ho v he has 
* Treated our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
t. WM Pike the Soldiers rho Bow'd the Knee 


s ro Him, and Spit in his Face; Who 
2 cy d Hail, King of the Jews ! 70 Mock 


le Him the more Outragiouſſy. That not 
t, only in his Comments upon this Hiſto- 
at ry of Apollonius, but in his Great Di- 
ce ana, bls Oracles of Reaſon, and in all 


his 
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| his Works, he ſet himſelſ, with his whole 
Might, to Oppoſe and Ridicule the 
Birth, Paſſion, Reſurrection, Aſcenſi- 
on, and all that is ſaid of our Chriſt 
and God in the Holy Goſpel, and all 
Revealed Religion; of which Cod 
| groe Inftances out of Number, but they 
| are not fit to be heard by Chriſtian Ears; 
and it mend Gratifie the Deiſts but to 
| have them Nam'd. 
| Again Conſidering, that his moſt Per- 
nicious Books ( many of which were well 
| nigh Loft) are of Late, carefully Collect- 
| ed and Re-printed (10 the Scandal of 
| a Chriſtian Cozntry) and Diſperſed, 70 
Poiſon the Nation, I ſay, ail this being 
duly Conſidered, I have no Apology to 
make, for calling this Man Execrable: 
1 Nor can J Retract or Compound i,. 
Seetng it Is come to this, that either his 
Blaſphemous Works (who ſet himſelf 
at the Head of the Deiſts, and after 
whom they now Copy) or elſe the Go- 
ſpel 
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ſpel of Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, muſt 
© Remain Execrable! 
= Nor would I give better Quarter to 
© the Greateſt King upon Earth, who ſbou d 
do the Same: But, after the Example 
of our Holy Apoſtle, I would ſay, I Do 
© ſay, Let Him, or an Angel from Hea- 
ven, who durſt thus Preſume be Ac- 
curſed. 

Mr. Blount had Medi d only with 
the Argument, And Oppos d what he 


thought him worthy of Civil Treatment; 
as I will any other of the Deiſts, who 
ſhall Anſwer the Reaſons I have here 
ſet down. And if he can Overthrow 
them, and give me Better on his Side, I 
Confeſs I ſhall then be Tempted to Turn 
; Infidel with him. Aud to this I Invite 
them, I Provoke them. But if they will 
＋ hou (as ther is little Appearance that 

they will) then, let them never more va- 
lue Themſelves as Men of Senſe, at 


el | Leaſt, 


Oo Vy OO ww, 3 Sv | 


con d, in that Method; I wou'd have 
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xiv The Preface. 
Leaft, Let None Others do ſo, while they 
Refuſe to be Determin'd by Reaſon. 
But if inſtead of Reaſon, they heave 
Recourſe, I1ke Mr. Blount, ts their Old 
Topick of Buffoonry, and ſhew their 
Parts in witty Satyr and Scorn, and 
Laugh out —Prieſt-Craft—— for an 
Hour together; Let them Enjoy the | 
Fruit of their Labours, and what they | 
Juſtiy Deſerve, to be the Admiration i 
Fools, and Contempt of all Wiſe and 


Gees Men. 4nd fo [ [ Leave them. 


Juſt Publiſhed, 


Short and Eaſie Method with the. Jews, ſhewing, | 
that theſe FOUR RULES do oblige them as much | 
or more than the Deiſts, to the Acknowledgement of | 
Chrift. With an Anfwer to the moſt material of their Ob- 
jections, and Prejudices againſt Chriſtianity. By the lame Þ 
Author, The ſecond Edition, corretted. 
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I. N anſwer to yours of the Third In- 
ſtant, I much condole with you your 
unhappy Circumſtances, of being 
Vings placed amongſt ſuch Company, 
much where, as you ſay, you continually hear the 
* Sacred Seriptures, and the Hiſtories therein 


ame contain d, e . of Moſes, and of Chri}F, 
| and all Revealed Religion turn'd into Ri- 
dicule, by Men who ſetup for Senſe and Rea- 

ſon, And they ſay, That there is no greater 
Ground to believe in Chri, than in Mabo- 
net; that all theſe Pretences to Revelation are 
I Cheats, and ever have been among Pagers, 
Tews, Mabomet ant, * Cbriſtians; That they 


| 
| 
| 
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are all alike Impoſitions of Cunning and De- 
ſiening Men, upon the Credelity, at firſt, of 
and wihinking People, till, their num- 
bers encreaſing, their Deluſions grew ar, 
came at laſt to be eſtabliſh'd by pag 
then the Force of Education and Cuſtom gives 
a Byaſs to the Judgments of after Ages, till 
ſuch Deceits come really to be believ'd, being 
xeceiv'd upon Tru from the Ages foregoing, 
without examining into the Original and Bet- 
tom of them. Which theſe our modern Men 


of Senſe, (as they deſire to be eſteem'd ) ſay, 


That they only do, that they only have their 
Fudgments freed from the laviſh Authority 
of Precedents and Laws, in Matters of Truth, i 
which, they ſay, ought only to be decided 
by Reaſon ; tho' by a prudent Compliance 
with Popularity and Law's, they preſerve them- | 
ſelves from Outrage, and Legal Penalties; for 
none of their Complexion are addicted to Suf- | 
ferings, or Martyrdom. = 
w, Sir, that which you deſire from 
me, is, fome ſhort Topic of Reaſon, if ſuch Þ 
can be found, whereby, without running 
to Authorities, and the intricate Mazes of 
Learning, which breed long Diſputes, and 
which theſe Men of Reaſon deny by whole- Þ 
ſale, though they can give no Reaſon for it, 
only ſuppoſe that Au bors have been Trump'd Þ 
upon us, Interpolated, and Corrupted, ſo that] 
no ſtreſs can be laid upon them, tho it can- 
not be ſhewn wherein they are ſo. Corrup- 
ted; which, in Reaſen, ought to lie 1 5 
8 them 
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them to prove, who alledge it; otherwife 
it is not only a Precariom, but a Guilty Plea: 
And the more, that they refrain not to 
quote Books on their ſide, for whole Autho- 
rity there are no better, or not ſo good 
Grounds. However, you ſay, it makes your 
Diſputes endleſs, and they go away with 
Noiſe and Clamour, and a Boaſt, That there 
is nothing, at leaſt nothing Certain, to be 
ſaid on the Chriftian ſide. Therefore you are 
deſirous to find ſome One Topic of Reaſon, 
which ſhould demonſtrate the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and at the ſame time, 
diſtinguiſh it from the Impoſftxres of Mabo- 
met, and the Old Pagan World: That our 
Deifts may be brought to this Teft, and be 
either oblig'd to renounce their Reaſon, and 
the common Reaſon of Mankind, or to ſub- 
mit to the clear Proof, from Reaſon, of 
the Chriſtian Religion; which muſt be ſuch 
a Proof, as no Impoſture can pretend to, other- 


7 wiſe it cannot prove the Chriſtian Religion 
not to be an Impeſture. And, whether ſuch 


a Proof, one ſingle Proof, (to avoid Con- 
fuſion ) is not to be found out, you deſire 
to know from me. Fol 

And you ſay, that you cannot imagine 
but there muſt be ſuch a Proof, becauſe eve- 
ry Truth is in it ſelf Clear, and One; and 
therefore that One Reaſon for it, if it be 
the true Reaſon, muſt be ſufficient 3 and, 
if ſufficient, it is better than many; for multi- 
n plicity 
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plicity confounds, eſpecially to weak Judg- 


ments. 1 


Sir, you have impos' d an hard Task up- 
on me, I wiſh I could perform it. For tho 


every Truth is One, yet our Sight is fo feeble, i 
that we cannot (always) come to it di. 
rely, but by many Inferences, and laying of 
things together. [ 
But I think, that in the Caſe before us, 
there is ſuch a Proof as you require, and I 
will ſet it down as Short and Plain as I can. 


* II. Firſt then, I ſuppoſe, that the Truth of 


the Doctrine of CHRIST will be ſufficiently 
.evinced, if the Matters of Fact, which are re- 


corded of him in the Goſpels be True; for his 
Miracles, if True, do vouch the Truth of what 


he delivered. 


The ſame is to be ſaid as to Moſes, If 
he brought the Children of 1/rael through the 
Red-Sea, in that miraculow manner, which is re- 

lated in Exodus, and did ſuch other wonderful 


things as are there told of him, it muſt ne- 


ceſſarily follow, that he was ſent from GOD: 
Theſe being the ſtrongeſt Proofs we can 
deſire, and which every Deiſt will confeſs | 
he wou'd acquieſce in, if he ſaw them with 
his Eyes Therefore the Streſs of this Cauſe 


of Fatt. 


will depend upon the Proof of theſe Matter 
* And the Method I will take, is, Fir#, 


To lay down ſuch Rules, as to the Truth of 
Matters of Fact, in General, that where hey 
| All 
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All meet, ſuch Matter: of Fact cannot be 
falſe. And then, Secondly, To ſnew that all 
theſe: Rules do meet in the Maiters of Fut, of 
Moſei, and of Cbriſt; and that they do not 
meet in the Matters of Fact of Mabomet, of 
the | Heathen Deities, or can poſſibly meet in 
any Impoſture whatſoever, © 
2 The Rules are theſe, iſt. That the Mat- 
ters of Fact bt ſuch, as that Pens outward 
Senſes, their Eyes and Ears, map be 
Judges of it. 2. That it be done Pub- 
lickly, in the Face of the Mozid. 3. That 
not only publick Monuments be kept up in 
memozp of it, but ſome outward Actions 
to be pertoꝛm'd. 4. That ſuch Monuments 
and ſuch Actions 02 Obſervances be Inſtituted, 
aid do commence from the Time that the 
Matter of Fact was done. 
3. The Two firſt Rules make it impoſſible 
for any ſuch Matter of Fact to be impos'd up- 
on Men, at the Time when ſuch Matter of 
Fact was ſaid to be done, becauſe every 
Man's Eyes and' Senſes would contradict is. 
For Example, Suppoſe any Man ſhou'd pre- 
tend, that Yeſterday he divided. the Thames, 
in preſence of all the People of Lon don, and 
carried the whole City, Men, Women, and 
Coildren, over to Soxthwark, on dry Land, 
the Waters ſtanding like Walls on both ſides : 
I fay, it is morally impoſſible that he could 
perſuade the People of Lond n, that this was 
true, when every Man, Woman, and Chill 
could contradict him, and ſay, That this 
B 3 was 
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was 2 notorious Falſhood, for that they had 
not ſeen the Themes ſo divided, or had gone 
over on dry Land. Therefore I take it for 
Granted; (and, I fuppofe, with the allow- 
ance of all. the Dezfs in the World) that no 
fuch Impoſition could be put upon Men, at 
the Time when ſuch publick Matter of Fact was 
{aid to be done. h 

4. Therefore it only remains that ſuch 
Matter of Fact might be invented ſome time 
after, when the Men of that Generation, 
wherein the Thing was ſaid to be done, 
are all paſt and gone; and the Credulicy 
of after Ages might be impos'd upon, to 
beheve that Things were done in former 
Ages, which were not. | : 

And for this, the Two laſt Rules ſecure | 
us as much as the Two firſt Rales, in the | 
former Cafe ; for whenever ſuch a Matter of | 
Fact came to to be invented, if not only A.- 
wuments were ſaid to remain of it, but like- 
wiſe that publick Actions and Obſervances were 
conſtantly us'd ever ſince the Matter of Fatt | 
was ſaid to be done, the Deceit muſt be de- 
tected, by no ſuch Monuments appearing, and 
by the Experience of every Man, Woman, | 
and Child, who muſt know that no fuch Þ 
Actions, or Obſervances were ever usd by 
them. For Example, Suppoſe I ſhould now 
invent a Story of ſuch a Thing, done a | 
Thouſand Years ago, I might, perhaps, get 
{ome to believe it; but if I ſay, that not 
only ſuch a Thing was done, but that from 
by | that 


; —— 


1 

chat Day to this, eve A ik the Age of 
Twelve Years, had a 2 of His Urtle Finger 
cut off; and that every Man in the Nation 
did want a Joint of ſuch à finger; and that 
this Inſtitut ion was ſaid to be part of the Mar- 
ter of Fa# done ſo many Years ago, and 
vouch'd as a Proof and Confirmation of it, 
and as having deſcended, without Interrup- 
tion, and been conſtantly practis d, in me- 
mory of ſuch Matter of Fact, all along, from 
che Time that ſuch Matter of Fact was done: 
I fay, it is impoſſible I ſhould be believ'd in 
ſuch a Caſe, becauſe every one could con- 
tradict me, as to the Mark of cutting off a 
Joint of the Finger ; and that being part of 
my original Matter of Fact, muſt demonſtrate 
the whole to be falſe. | 


III. Let us now come to the Second Point, 
ro ſhew, that the Matters of Fact of Moaſes, 
and of ChriF, have all theſe Rules, or Marks 
before mention'd; and that neither the Mat- 
ters of Fact of Mahomer, or What is reported 
of the Heatben- Deities, have the like; and that 
no Impeftor can have them all. 

1. As to Adoſes, I ſuppoſe it will be allow'd 
me, Thathe could not have perfuaded 600092 
Men, that he had brought them out of KA- 
g7rpt, thro' the Red-Sea; fed them 40 Years, 
without Bread, by miraculous Mauna, and the 
other Matters of Fat recorded in his Books, 
it they had not been true. Becauſe every 
Man's Senſes that were then alive, muſt have 
25 3 4 Contra— 


(8) 


contradicted it. And therefore he muſt have 
impos'd upon all their Senſes, if he could 
have made them believe it, when it was falſe, 
and no ſuch Things done. So that here are 
the HFrit and Second of the above-mentioned 
Fur Marks. 3 a 
For the ſame Reaſon, it was equally im- 
oſſible for him to have made them receive 
is Five Books, as truth, and not to have 


* 


rejected them, as a manifeſt Impoſture; which | 


told of all theſe Things as done before their 


Eyes, if they had not been ſo done. See | 


how poſitively he ſpeaks to them, Dent. xi. 2. 
to Ver. 8.. And know you thus day, for I ſpeak not 
with your Children, which bave not known, and 
which bave not ſeen the Chaſtiſement of the Lord 
your God, his Greatneſs, bus mighty Hand, and bu 
ftretched.out Arm, and his Miracles, and bu Acts, 
which be did in the midſt of Rgypt, unto Pharaoh, 
the King of Egypt, and unto all bu Land, and what 
be did unto the Army of Rgypt, uno their Horſes, 
and to their Chariots 5 how he mage the water of the 
Red-Sea to overflow them as they purſued after 
yon; and how the Lord bath deſtroyed them unto 
ths day: And what be did unto you in the Wilder- 
neſs, untill ye came into this Place; and wha; be 
did unto Dathan and Abiram, the Sons of Eliab, 
the Son of Reuben, bow the Earth opened her 
mouth, and ſwallowed them up, aud their Houſholde, 
and their Tents, and all the ſubſtance that was 
in their poſſeſſion, in the midi} of all Iſrael, But 
your Eyes bave ſeen all the great Acts of the Lord, 
which be did, 8c. . 
From 
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From hence we muſt ſuppoſe it impoſſible 
that theſe Books of Moſes, (if an Impoſture) 
could have been invented and put upon the 
People who were then alive, when all theſe 
things were ſaid to be done. | 
I The utmoſt therefore that even a Suppoſe 
n- can ftretch-to. is, That theſe Books were 
3 wrote in ſome Age after Moſes, and put out 

in his Name. SEE. 

And to this, I ſay, That if it was fo, it 
was impoſſible that thoſe Books ſhould have 
been receiv'd, as the Books of Moſes, in that 
Age wherein they may have been ſuppos'd 
to have been firſt invented. Why? Becauſe 
they ſpeak of themſelves as deliver d by Moſes, 
and kept in the Ark from his time. And ir 
came to paſs, wben Moles bad made an end of 
writing the words of this Law in a Book. until they 
were fimſhed ; that Moles commanded the Le- 
vites wbo bare the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord, ſaying, Take this Book of the Law, and put 
it in the ſide of the Ark of the Covenant or the Lord 
your God, that it may be there ſor a witneſs againit 
thee, Deut. xxxi. 24,25, 26 And there was 
a C-py of this Book to be left likewiſe with 


e be the King. And it ſhall be, when be ſitteth upon the 
iab, Throne of bu Kingdom, that be ſhall write bim a 
ber Copy of this Law in a Book, cut of that which 1 
older, before the Prie ls the Lewites: And: it (hall be wh 
WA him, and he (ball read therein all the days of bas 
But Life: That he may learn 10 fear toe: Lord bis God, 
Lord, to keep all the words of the Law and theſe Statutes 


to do them, Deut. xvii 18, 19. 
rom Here 
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Here you ſee that this Book of the Law, 
ſpeaks of it ſelf, not only as an Hiſtory or Re- 
lation of what things were then done: But as 
the ſtanding and municipal Law and Statutes of 
the Nation of the Fews, binding the King as 
well as the People. 

Now, in whatever Age after Moſes you 
will ſuppoſe this Book to have been Forged, 
it was impoſſible it cou'd be received as 
Truth ; becaule it was not then to be found, 
either in the Ark, or with the King, or any 
where elſe : For when firſt Invented, every 
body muſt know, that they had never heard 
of it before, { 

And therefore they cou'd leſs believe it to 
be the Book of their Statutes, and the ſtanding 
Law of the Land, which they had all along 
received, and by which they had been Go- 
verned. | 

Cou'd any Man, now at this Day, invent 
a Boot of Statutrs or Act, of Parliament for 


England, and make it paſs upon the Nation 


as the only Bock of Statutes that ever they had 
known? As impothble was it for the Books 
of Moſes (if they were invented in any Age 
after Moſes) to have been receiv'd for what 
they declare themſelves to be, wiz, The 
Statutes and Municipal Law of the Nation of 
the Fews: And to have perſuaded the Fews, 
that they had Own'd and  Acknowledg'd the ſe 
Books, all along from the Days of Moſes, 
to that Day in which they were firſt invent- 
ed, that is, that they had On'd them Mt 
| fore 
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fore they had ever ſo much as Heard of them. 
Nay, more, the whole Nation muſt, in an 
Inſtant, forget their former Laws and Govern- 
ment, if they cou'd receive theſe Books, as 
being their Former Laws, And they cou'd 
not otherwiſe receive them, becauſe they 
vouch'd themfelves ſo to be. Let me ask 
the Deiſts but this One ſhort Queſtion, Was 
there ever a Book of Sham-Laws, which were 
not the Laws of the Nation, Pam'd upon any 
People, ſince the World began? If not, With 
what Face can they ſay this of the Book of 
Laws of the Fews 5: Why will they ſay that 
of them, which they confeſs impoſſible in 
any Nation, or among any People ? 

But they muſt be yet more Unreafona- 
ble, For the Books of Moſes have a further 
Demonſtration of their Truth, than even 
other Lau- Bool, have: For they not on] 
contain the Laws, but give an Hiſtorical Ac- 
count of their Institution, and the Practice of 
them from that Time: As of the Paſſover in 
Memory of the Dea of the Firſt- 2 8155 
Born in Egypt: And that the fame Num. viii. 
Day, all the Fir fi- born of Hrael 17 16 | 
both of Man and Bea, were by | 
a perpetual Law, dedicated to God: And the 
Levites taken for all rhe Firſt-Bory of the Children 
of Iſrael. That Aaras's Rod which budded, was 
kept in the A-, in Memory of the Rebellion, 
and wonderful Deſtruction ot Korab, Dathan, 
and Abiram; and for the Confirmation of the 
Priefi bond to the Tribe of Levi. As likewiſe 
. | | the 
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the Pot of Manna, in Memory of their having 
been fed with it 40 Years in the Wilderneſs. 
That the Brazen Serpent was kept (which re- 
mained to the Days of Hezekiab. 2 Kin. xviii. 
4.) in Memory of that wonderful Delive- 
rance, by only Looking upon it, from the Bi- 
ting of the Fierz-Serpemts. Num. xxi. 9. The 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt, in Memory of the dread- 
ful Appearance of God upon Mount Horeb, &c. 
And beſides, theſe Remembrances of particular 
Action, and Occurrences, there were other ſo- 
lemn Inffitutions in Memory of their Delive- 
rance out of Egypt, in the General, which includ- 
ed all the Particulars, As of the Sabbath. Deu. 
5. 15. Their daily Sacrifices, and yearly Expiation ; 
their New-Moons, and feveral Feaſts and Fafts. 
So that there were Yearly, Monthly, Weekly, Daily 
Remembrances, and Recognitions of theſe things. 
And, not only ſo, but the Books of the ſame 
Moſes tell us, that a particular Tribe (of Levi) 
was Appointed and Conſecrated by God, as his 
Prieſts; by whoſe Hands and none other, 
the Sacrifices of the People were to be offer'd, 
and theſe ſolemn #utions to be celebrated. 
That it was Death for any other to approach 
the Altar, That their Higb-Prieſt wore a 
Glorious Mitre, and magnificent Robes of 
God's own Contrivance, with the miraculous 
Urim and Thummim in his Breaſt-piate, whence 
the divine Reſponſes were given. 
That at his Word, the King, 
and all the People were to go 
out, and to come in. That 
x ttheſe 


Numbers 
XXVii. 2 k . 


* * . W * by ew” 
— 7 5 * Fame 4} ns Tr —_— 
, E y_ 8 * 4 ** Ts WAI a 9 x . 4 i x . FF. _ a * . — 188 — * 1 w a4 
& ati 94, x. <0 a? 3 ** 3 ed er Ct, "*; n * I "I ISAs , "A. aa | , —_— IO "oF AA » A * 72 % > 
„ n "FREY 4 ä . £ : i "Su Þ * 29 


(13) 


theſe Levites were likewiſe the 


Chief-Fudges, even in all Civil Deut xvii, 


Cauſes, and that it was Death 8, to 13. 
to reſiſt their Sentence, Now 1 Chr. xxiii. 


whenever it can be ſuppos'd 4 
that theſe Books of Moſes were 


forged, in ſome Ages after Moſes, it is impoſ- 


ſible they cou'd have been received as True, 
unleſs the Forgers could have made the whole 
Nation believe, that they had received theſe 


| Books from their Fathers, had been inſtructed 


in them when they were Children, and had 
taught them to their Children, moreover, that 
they had all been circumciſed, and did cir- 
cumciſe their Children, in purſuance to what 
was commanded in theſe Books, that the 
had obſerved the yearly Paſſover, the weekly 
Sabbath the Neu- Moons, and all theſe ſeve- 
ral Feafts, Faſts, and Ceremonies commanded 
in theſe Books : That they had never eaten 
any Swines Fleſh, or other Meats prohibited 
in theſe Books ; That they had a magnificent 
Tabernacle, with a viſible Prieſthood to Admmi- 
fter in it, which was confined to the Tribe of 
Levi; over whom was placed a glorious High- 
Prieſt, cloath'd with great and mighty Prero- 
gatives; whoſe Death only cou'd delꝛver thoſe 
that were fled to the Cities of 

Refuge. And that theſe Prieffs Num. xxxv. 
were their ordinary Judges, e- 25. 28. 
ven in Civil Matters: I ſay, was 

it poſſible to have perſuaded a whole Natien 
of Men, that they had Known and Practiſed all 


theſe 
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theſe Things, if they had not done it? or, 
Secondly. To have received a Book for Truth, 
which ſaid they had yractiſed them, and ap- 
peal d to that Practice? So that here are the 
Third and Fourtb of the Marks above-men- 
tioned. | 

But now let us deſcend to the utmoſt De- 
gree of Suppoſition. viz, That theſe Things 
were Pratiſed, before theſe Books of Moſes 
were Forged ; and that theſe Books did only 
impoſe upon the Nation, in making them be- 
lieve, That they had kept theſe Obſervances 
in Memory of ſuch and ſuch Things, as were 
inſerted in thoſe Books. 

Well then, let us proceed upon this Suppo- 
ſition, (however groundleſs) and now, will 
not the ſame Impoſſibilzties occur, as in the 
former Caſe? For, Fir#, This muſt ſuppoſe 
that the Fews kept all theſe Obſervances in 
Memory of Nothing, or without knowing any 
thing of their Original, or the Reaſon why 
they kept them. Whereas theſe very Ob- 
fervances did expreſs the Ground and Reaſon 
of their being kept, as the Paſſover, in Me- 
mory of God's Paſſing-over the Children of the 
Iſraelites, in that Night wherein he flew 
all the Firit-boru of #gypr, and ſo of the 
Reit. 

zut, Secondly, Let us ſuppoſe, contrary both 

to Reaſon, and Matter of Fatt, That the Few: 
did not know any Reaſon at all why they 
kipr theſe Obervances; yet was it poſhble 
to put it upon them, That they had N05 
theſe 
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theſe Obſervances in Memory of what they had 


never heard of before that Day, whenſo- 
ever you will ſuppoſe that theſe Books of 
Moſes were firſt Forged? For Example, ſup- 
poſe I ſhou'd now forge ſome Romanticł 
Story, of ſtrange Things done 1009 Years 
ago, and in Confirmation of this, ſhould 
endeavour to perſuade the Chriſtian World, 
That they had all along, from that Day 
to this, kept the Firft-Day of the Week in Me- 
mory of ſuch an Hero, an Appollonius, à Bar- 
cochas, or a Mabomet; and had all been 
Baptiz'd in his Name; and Swore by his 
Name, and upon that very Book, ( which 
J had then forged, and which they never faw 
before) in their publick Fudicatures ; that 
this Book was their Geſpe! and Law, which 
they had ever ſince that Time, theſe 1000 
Years paſt, wniver/ally receiv'd and own'd, 
and none other. I would ask any Dei#, 
whether he thinks it poſſible, that ſuch a 
Cheat cou'd paſs, or ſuch a Legend be receiv'd 
as the Goſpel of Chriſtians; and that they 
could be made believe, that they never had 
had any other Goſpel? The ſame Reaſon is as 
to the Books. of. Moſes ; and mult be, as to eve- 
fy Matter of Fact, which has all the Four 
Marks before-mentioned; and theſe Marks 
ſccure any ſuch Matter of Fact as much from 
being vented and impos'd in any after Ages, 
as at the Time when ſuch Matters of Fatt were 
{aid to be done. 
Let me give cne very familiar Example 
more 
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more in this Caſe. There is the Stonbenge in 
Salubury- Plain, every body knows it; and yet 
none knows the Reaſon why thoſe Great 
Srunes were ſet there, or by whom, or in me- 
mory of what. 

Now ſuppoſe I ſhou'd write a Book to mor- 
row, and tell there, That theſe Stones were 
ſet up by Hercules, Polh pbe mus, Or Garagantua, 
in memory of ſuch and ſuch of their Actions. 
And for a further Confirmation of this, ſhou'd 
fay, in this Book, That it was wrote at the 
Time when ſuch Actions were done, and by 
the very Actors themſelves, or Eye-Witneſſes. 
And that this Book had been received as Truth, 
and quoted by Authors of the greateſt Repu- 
tation in all Ages fince. Moreover that this 
Book was well known in England, and enjoyn d 


by Adt of Parliament to be taught our Children, 


and that we did teach it to our Children, and 
had been taught it our {elves when we were 
Cbildren. I ask any Deift, Whether he thinks 
this could paſs upon England ? And whe- 
ther, if I, or any other ſhould inſiſt upon 
ic, we ſhould not, inſtead of being believ'd, 
be ſent to Bedlam ? 

Now let us compare this with the Stonhenge, 
as I may call it, or Twelve great Stones ſet up 
at Gilgal, which is told in the iv. Chap of Fo- 
ſhua, There it is ſaid, Fer. 6, that the Reaſon 
why they were ſet up, was, that when their 
Children, in after Ages, ſhould ask the Mean- 
ing of it, it ſhould be told them. 

And che Thing in Memory of which they 
J were 
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were ſet up, was ſuch as cou'd not poſſibly 


be impos'd upon that Nation, at that Time, 
when it was ſaid to be done, it was as won- 


derful and miraculous as their Paſſage thro” 


the Red. Sea. 
And withal, free from a very r Ob- 
jection, which the Deiſt: have advanc'd a- 
gainſt that Miracle of the Red-Ses : Think - 
ing to ſalve it by a Spring- Tide, with the 
Concurrence of a ffrong Wind, happening at 
the ſame Time; which left the Sand ſo dry 
as that the Iſraelites being all Fot, might paſs 
thro' the Owſey Places and Holes, which it muſt 
be ſuppoſed the Sea left behind it: But that 
the Agyptians, being all Horſe and Cbariots, 
ſtuck in thoſe Holes, and were entangl'd, fo 
as that they cou'd not March fo faſt as the 


Iſraelites : And that this was all the Meaning 


of its being ſaid, That God took off their (the 


7 -Egyptians) Chariot-Wheels, that they drove 
them heavily. So that they wou'd make no- 


thing extraordinary, at leaſt, not Miraculoas, 


in aff chis Action. 


This is advanc'd in Le Clerks Diſſertations up- 
on Geneſis, lately Printed in Holland, and that 
Part with others of the like Tendency, en- 
deavouring to reſolve other Miracles, as that 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. into the mere 


Natural Cauſes, are put into Engliſh by the 


well known T. Brown, for the Edification of 

the Deiſts in England. — 
But theſe Gentlemen have forgot, that the 

Iſraelites had great — of many Thouſand 


Cattle - 
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Cattle with them ; which wou'd be apter to 
ſtray, and fall into thoſe Holes, and Ouſey 
Places in the Strand, than. Horſes with Riders, 
who might direct them. 

But ſuch precariow, and ſilly Suppoſes are not 
worth the Anſwering. If there had been 
no more in this Paſſage thro' the Red-Sea then 
that of a Spring-Tide, &c. It had been im- 
28 for Moſes to have made the 1/reelites 

elieve that Relation given of it in Exodas, 
with ſo many Particulars, which Themſelves 
ſaw, to be true. 

And all thoſe Scriptures which magnify this 
Action, and appeal to it as a full Demon- 
{tration of the miraculous Power of God ; 
muſt be reputed as Romance or Legend. 

I fay this, for the Sake of ſome Chriſtians, 
who think it no Prejudice to the Truth of 
the Hoh Bible, but rather an Advantage, as 
rendring it more eaſy to be beliey'd, if they 
can ſolve whatever ſeems Miraculozs.in it, by 
the Power of ſecond Cauſes: And ſo to make 
all, as they ſpeak, Natural and Eaſie. Where- 
in, if they cou'd prevail, the natural and eaſie 
Reſult wou'd be, not to believe one Word in 
all thoſe Sacred-Oracles. For if things be not, as 
they are told in any Relation, that Relation 
muſt be falſe. And if falſe in Part, we cannot 
Truſt to it, either in Whole, or in Part. 

Here are to be excepted, Mu-Tranſlations, 
and Errors, either in Copy, or in Preſs. Bur 
where there is no Room for ſuppoſing of 
theſe, as were all Copies do agree ; there ons 

| either 
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either Receive all, or Reject all. I mean in 
any Book that pretends to be written from 
the Mouth of God. For in other common 
Hiſftories, we may believe Part, and reject Part, 
as we ſee Cauſe. 

But to return. The Paſſage of the 1/-aelites 
over Jordan, in Memory of which thoſe 
Stones at Gilgal were ſet up, is free from all 
thoſe little Carpings before-mentioned, that 
are made as to the Paſſage thro the Red-See. 
For Notice was given to the Iſraelites the Da 
before, of this great Miracleto be done. , 
iii. 5. It was done at Noon-day, before the 
whole Nation. And when the Waters of For- 
dan were divided, it was not at any Low-Ebb 
but at the Time when that River over flowed 
all bis Banks. ver. 15. And it was done, not 
by Winds, or in length of Time, which Wands 
muſt take to do it: But all on the ſuddain, 
as ſoon as the Feet of the Prieſts that bare the Ark 
were dipped in the Brim of the Water, Then the 
Waters which came down from above, ftogd and 
roſe up upon an Heap, very far from the City Adam, 
that is beſide Zaretan: And thoſe that came 
down toward the Sea of the Plain, even rhe Salt- 
Sea, failed, and were cat off: And the People 
* paſſed over, right againſs Jericho. The Prieſts 
= ſtood in the midſt of Jordan, till all the Ar- 
mies Of Iſrael had paſſed over. And it came to 
paſs, when the Prieſts that bare the Ark of the 
Covenant of the Lord, were come up, out of the 
Midi of Jordan, and the Soles of the Priefts Feet 
were lift up upon the Dry land, that the Waters 
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e Jordan returned unto their Place, and flowed 
over all bis Banks as they did before. And the 
People came up out of Jordan, on the Tenth Day of 
the firſt Month, and encamped in Gilgal on the Eaſt 
Border of Jericho, And thoſe Twelve Stones which 
theytook out of Jordan, did Joſhua pitch in Gilgal. 
And be ſpeak unto the Children of [ſrael, ſaying, 
When your Children (hall ask their Fathers in Time 
fo come, ſaying, what mean theſe Stones? Then 
ſhall ye let your Children know, ſaying, Iſrael came 
over this Jordan on dry Land. For the Lord your 
God dryed up the Waters of Jordan from before you, 
until ye were paſſed over; as the Lord your God did 
to the Red-Sea, which He dried up, 177 before 
u, until we were gone over. That all the People 
of the Earth might know the Hand of the Lord, that 
it is Mighty : That ye might fear the Lord your 


God for ever. Chap. iv. from ver. 18. 


If the Paſſage over the Red-Sea, had been 
only taking Advantage of a Spring-Tide, or 


the like, How wou'd this teach al! be People of | 


the Earth, that the Hand of the Lord was Migbty 
How wou'd a Thing, no more remarkable, 
have been taken Notice of thro' all the 
World! How wou'd it have taught 1/rae! to 
fear the Lord, when they muſt know, that 
notwithſtanding, of all theſe Big-Words, there 


was ſo Little in it! How cou'd they have : 


believ d, or receiv'd a Book, as Truth, which 

they knew, told the Matter ſo far otherwiſe 

from what it was! | 

But, as I ſaid, this Paſſage over Jordan, 

which is here compar'd to that of the Red. Sea, 
is 
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is free from all, thoſe Cavils that are made, 
as to that of the Rea. Sea, and is a further At- 
teſtation to it, being ſaid to be done in the 
ſame Manner as was that of the Red. Sea. 
Now, to form our Argument, let Us ſup- 
poſe, that there never Was any ſuch Thing as 
that Paſſage over Fordan. That theſe Stones 
at Gilgal were ſet up, upon ſome other Occa- 
ſion, in ſome after Age. And then, that 
ſome deſigning Man invented this Book of 
Joſhua, and ſaid, that it was wrote by Foſhua 
at that Time, And gave this Stonage at Gilgal, 
for a Teſtimony of the Truth of it. Wou'd not 
every Body ſay to him, We know the Stonage 
at Gg: But we neyer heard before of this 
Reaſon for it? Nor of this Book of TFoſhua ? 
Where has it been all this while? And Where, 
and How came you, after ſo many Ages to 
find it? Beſides, this Book tells Us, that 
this Paſſage over Jordan was ordain'd to be 
taught our Children, from Age to Age: And 
therefore, that they were always to be h- 
ſtructed in the Meaning of that Stonage at 
Gilgal, as a Memorial of it. But we were ne- 
ver taught it, when we were Children; nor 
did ever teach our Children any ſuch Thing. 
And it is not likely, That cou'd have been 
forgotten, while 10 remarkable a Stonage did 
continue, which was ſet up for that, and no 
e,, | ; 
And if, for the Reaſons before given, no 
ſuch mpoſition cou'd be put upon Us, as to 
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the Stonage in Salicbury-Plain ; How much leſs 
cou'd it be as to the Stonage at Gilgal ? | 
And if where we know not the Reaſon of a 
bare naked Monument, ſuch a Sham-Reaſon can- 
not be impos'd ; How much more is it im- 
ſible to impoſe upon Us, in Action, and 
fervances, which we celebrate in Memory of 
particular Paſſages? How impoſſible to make 
Us forget thoſe Paſſages which we * Com- 
memorate; and perſuade Us, that we had al- 
ways kept ſuch Inftitutions in Memory of what 
we never heard of before; that is, that We 
knew it, before We knew it! 
And if we find it thus impoſſible for an In- 
Poſition to be put upon Us, even in ſome 
hings, which we havenot all the Four-Marks 
before-mentioned : How much more im- 
pune is it, that any Deceit ſhou'd be in that 
hing, where all the Four-Marks do meet! 
This has been ſhew'd in the Firſt Place, as 
to the Matters of Fact of Moſes. 
2. Therefore I come now (Secondly): to 
ſhew, that, as in the Matters of Fact of Moſes, 
fo likewiſe, all theſe Four Marks do meet in 
the Matters of Fact, which are recorded in the 
Goſpel, of Our B. Saviour. And my Work 
herein will be the ſhorter, becauſe all that is 
ſaid before, of Meſes and his Books, is every 
Way as applicable to Chriſt and His Gepe/. 
His Works, and Miracles are there ſaid to be 
done publickly, in the Face of the World, as 
He argu'd to his Accuſers, I ſpake openly to the 
Morld, and in Secret bave 1 ſaid Nothing, Joh 
Xviii. 
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xviii. 20. It is told, Ack. ii. 41. that Three 
thouſand at one Time; and, A#. iv. 4. that 
above Five thouſand at another Time, were 
converted, upon Conviction of what them- 
ſelves had ſeen, what had been done publick- 
ly before their Eyes, wherein it was impoſſi - 
ble to have impoſed upon them. Therefore 
here were the two Firſt of the Rules before- 
mention'd. | 
Then for the Two ſecond: Bapriſm and 
the Lord's Supper were inſtituted as perpetual 
Memorials of theſe Things; and they were 
not inſtituted in after-Ages, but at the very 
Time when theſe Things were faid to be 
done ; and have been obſerved without In- 
terruption, in all Ages through the whole 
Chriitian World, down all the Way from 
that Time to this. And Cbriſt Himſelf did 
ordain Apoſtles, and other Miniſter: of His 

Goſpel, to Preach, and Adminiſter theſe Sacra- 
ments; and to Govern His Church : | 
And that always, even unto the End Matth. 
of the World, Accordingly they xviti. 20. 
have continu'd by regular Succeſſi- 
on, to this Day: And, no Doubt, ever 
ſhall, while the Earth ſhall laſt. So that the 
Chriſtian Clergy are as notorious 2 Matter of 
Fact, as the Tribe of Levi among the Jens. 
And the Goſpel is as much a Law to the Cbriſt i- 
ans, as the Book of Moſes to the Fews: And 
it being Part of the Matters of Fact related in 
the Goſpel, that ſuch an Order of Alen, were 
appointed by Cbriſt, and to cant inne to the End 
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of the World; conſe equently, if the * was 


2 Faction, and invented ( as it muſt be) in 
ſome Ages after Cbriſt; then, at that Time, 
when it was firſt invented, there cou'd be no 
ſuch Order of Clergy, as deriv'd themſelves 
from the Inſtitution of Cbriſt; which muſt 
give the Lye to the Goſpel, and demonſtrate 
the whole to be Falſe. And the Matters of 
Fa# of Chrift being preſs'd to be True, no o- 
therwiſe than as there was, at that Time 


(whenever the Dez#s will ſuppoſe the Gy/pel 


to be Forged ) not only publick Sacraments of 
Cbriſt's Inſtitution, but an Order of Glergy, 
likewiſe of his Appointment to Adminifter 
them: And it being impoſſible there cou'd 
be any ſuch Things before they were Inver- 
red, it is as impoſſible that they ſhould be 
Received when Invented. - And therefore, by 
what was faid above, it was as impoſſible to 
have impos'd upon Mankind in this Matter, 
by inventing of it in after-Ages, as at the 
2 ime when thoſe Things were ſaid to be 
as 5-7: 8 

3. The Matters of Fact of Mabomet, or what 
is Fabled of the Deities, do all want ſome of 
the aforeſaid four Rules, whereby the Cer- 
tainty of Matters of Fact is demonſtrated. 
Firſt; for Mabomet, he pretended to no Mira- 
eles, as he tells us in his Alcan. c. U. Cc. and 
thoſe which are commonly told of him paſs 
among the Mabomet ans themſelves, but as Le- 
gendary Fables; and, as ſuch are rejected by 
the /Viſe, and Learned among them; as the 
5 7 BER | Legends 
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Legends of their Saints are in the Charch of 
Rome. See Dr. Prideaux his Life of Mabomer, 
Page 34- 

But, in the next Place, thoſe which are 
told of him, do all want the Two firſt Rules 
before-mention'd. For his pretended Con- 
verſe with the Moon; his Merſa, or Night- 


Journey from Meccs to Feruſalem, and thence 


to Heaven, &c. were not performed before 
any Body. We have only his own Word for 
them. And they are as groundleſs as the De- 
luſions of the Fox, or Muggleton _—_— our 
ſelves. The ſame is to be ſaid (in the ſecond 
Place) of the Fables of the Heathen Gods, of 
Mercury's ſtealing Sheep, Jupiter's turning 
himſelf into a Bull, and the like; beſides the 
Folly and Unworthyneſs of ſuch ſenſſeſs pretended 
Miracles. And moreover, the Wiſe amon 
the Heathen did reckon no otherwiſe of theſe 
but as Fables, which had a My: bolog 1, or My- 
ſtical meaning in them, of which ſeveral of 
them have given us the R:tionale, or Explica- 
tion. And it is plain enough that Ovid meant 
no other by all his Meta morpboſes. 

It is true, the Heatbes Deities had their 
Priefts: They had likewiſe Feaſts, Games, 
and other publick Inſtitutions in Memory of 
them. But all 'theſe want the Fourth Mark, 
wiz. That ſuch Prieſt-bood and Inftitutions 
| ſhou'd Commerce from the Time that ſuch 
Things as they Commemorat, were ſaid to 
be done; otherwiſe they cannot ſecure after 
Ages from the Impoſlare, by detecting it, | 
TY”: . the 
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the Time when firſt Ia vented, as hath been 
argu'd before. But the Bacchanalis, and other 
Heathen Feaſts were inſtituted many Ages af- 
ter what wasreported of theſe Gods was ſaid 
to be done, and therefore can be no Proof of 
them. And the Prie#s of Bacchus, Apollo, Cc. 
were not Ordain'd by theſe ſuppoſed Gods : 
But were appointed by others, in after Ages, 
only in Honour to them, And therefore theſe 
Orders of Prieſts are no Evidence to the Truth 
of the Matters of Fact, which are reported of 
their Gods, 3 


IV. Now to apply what has been ſaid, 
You may challenge all the DeiFs in the 
World to ſhew any Action that is Fabulous, 
which has all the four Rules, or Marks before- 
mention'd. No, it is impoſſible. And (to 
reſume a little what is ſpoke to before) the 
_ Hiſtories of Exodus, and the Geſpel cou'd never 
have been receiv'd, it they had not been 
true ; becauſe the Inſtitution of the Prieſt- 
hood of Levi, and of Cbrit; Of the Sabbath, 
the Paſi-over, of Circumciſion, of Baptiſm, and 
the Lord's Supper, &c. Are there related, as 
deſcending all the Way down from thoſe 
Times, without Interruption. And it is full 
as impoſſible to perſuade Men, that they had 
been Circumcis'd, Baptix d, had Circumcis'd, 
or Baptis d their Children, celebrated Paſs-overs, 
Sabbaths, Sacraments, &c. under the Govern- 
ment, and Adminiſtration of a certain Order of 
Prietts, if they had done none of theſe 
| ED | | Things, 
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Things, as to make them believe that they had 
gone through Seas upon Dry- Land, ſeen the 
Dead raiſed, Cc. And without believing of 
theſe, it was impoſſible that either the Law, 
or the Goſpel cou d have heen receiv'd. 

And the Truth of the Matters of Fact of Ex- 
ods and the Goſpel, being no otherwiſe preſs d 
upon Men, than as they have practiſed ſuch 
publick Inſtitutions; it is appealing to the Senſes 
of Mankind for the Truth of them: And 
makes it impoſſible for any to have invented 
ſuch Stories in after Ages, without a Palpa- 
ble Detection of the Cheat, when firſt in- 
vented ; as impoſſible as to have impos'd up- 
on the Senſes of Mankind, at the Time when 


ſuch publick Matters of Fact were ſaid to be 
done. 


V. I do not ſay, that every thing which 
wants theſe four Marks is Falſe : But, that no- 
thing can be Falſe which has them All. 

I have manner of Doubt that there was 
ſuch a Man as Julius Cæſar, that he fought 
at Pharſalia, was killed in the Senate Houſe ? and 
manyother Matters of Fact of Antient times, 
tho* we keep no public Obſervances in Me- 
mory of them. 

But this ſhews that the Matters of Fact of 
Moſes, and of Cbriſt, have come down to Us 
better guarded than any other Matters of Fact 
how true ſoever. 

And yer our Deiſts who would laugh any 
Man out of the World, as an irrational Brute, 

Pe that 
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that ſhould offer to deny Ceſar or Alexander, 
Homer or Virgil, their publiek Works and Acti- 
ons; do, at the ſame time, value themſelves 
as the only Men of Wit and Senſe, of Free, Ge- 
nerom, and Unhjaft Fudgments for ridiculing 
the Hiſtories of Moſes and Cbriſt, that are in- 
finitely better atteſted, and guarded with in- 
fallible Marks, which the others want. 
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VI. Beſides that the Importance of the Sub- 
ject wou'd oblige all Men to inquire more 
narrowly into the one than the other; For 
what Ccuſequence is it to me, or to the World, 
whether there was ſuch a Man as Cafar, 
whether he beat or was beaten at Pbarſalia, 
whether Homer or Virgil wrote ſuch Books, 
and whether what is related in the Iliad. or 
Aneid be True, or Falſe? It is not Two 
Pence up or down to any Man in the World. 
And therefore it is worth no Man's while to 
inquire into it, either ro Oppoſe or Juſtsfy the 
Truth of theſe Relations | 

But our very Sou! and Bodies, both this Life 
and Eternity are concern'd in the Truth of what 
is related in the Holy Scriptures ; and there- 
fore Men wou'd be more inquiſitive to ſearch 
into the Truth of theſe, than of any other 
Matters of Fact; examine and ſift them nar- 
rowly ; and find out the Deceir, if any ſuch 
cou'd be found: For it concern d them Nearly: 

and was of the laſt Importance to them, 

How unreaſonable then is it to reje& theſ? 
Matters of Fact, ſo ſified, ſo examin'd, and ſo 

5 „55 atteſted 
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atteſted as no other Matters of Fact in the World 
ever were ; and yet to think itthe moſt high- 
ly Unreaſonable. even to Madneſs, to deny o- 
ther Matters of Fact, which have not the thou- 
ſandth Part of their Evidence, and are of no 
Conſequence at all to Us whether True or Falſe! 


VII. There are ſeveral other Topicks, from 
whence the Truth of the Cbriftian Religion 
is evinced to all who will Judge by Reaſon, 
and give themſelves leave to Conſider. As the 
Improbability that Ten or Twelve poor illiterate 
Fiſher-Men ſhould forma Deſign of converting 
the whole World to believe their Deluſions; 
and the Impoſſbility of their effecting it, with- 
out Force of Arms, Learning, Oratery, or any 
one viſible Thing that could recommend 
them! And to impoſe a Doctrine quite oppoſite 
to the Luſta and Pleaſures of Men, and all 
worldly Advantages, or Enjoyments! And this 
in an Age of ſo great Learning, and Sagacity as 
that wherein the Goſpel was firſt Preach'd ! 
That theſe Apoſtles ſhould not only undergo 
all the Scorn and Contempt, but the ſevereſt 
Perſecutions, and moſt cruel Deaths that could 
be inflicted, in Atteſtation to what themſelves 


knew to be a mear Deceit and Forgery of their 


own Contriving ! Some have ſuffer'd for Er- 
rors which they thought to be Truth: But never 
any for what themſelves knew to be Lyes. And 
the Apoſtles muſt know what they taught to 


be 
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be Lyes, if it was ſo, becauſe they ſpoke of 
thoſe things which they ſaid, they 
Act. iv. 20. had both ſeen and heard, had looked 
1 Job. 1. 1. upon, and handled with their 
Hands, &c. 

Neither can it be, that they, perhaps, 
might have 2 ſome temporal Advanta- 
ges to themſelves, but miſs'd of them, and 
met with Sufferimgs inſtead of them: For, if 
it had been ſo, it is more than probable, that 
when they ſaw their Difappointment, they 
would have diſcover'd their Conſpiracy 5 eſpe- 
cially when they might not have only ſav'd 
their Lives, but got great Rewards for doing 
of it. That not one of them ſhould ever 
have been brought to do this. 

But this is not all. For they tell us that 
their Maſter bid them expect nothing but 
Sufferings in this World. This is the Tenure 


of all that Goſpe] which they taught. And 


they toldthe ſame to all whom they Converted. 
So that here was no Diſappointment. 

For all that were Converted by them, were 
Converted upon the certain Expectation of 
Sufferings, and , bidden prepare for it. Chriſt 
commanded his D#:/ciples to take up their 
Croſs daily and follow Him; and told them, 
that in the World they ſhould have Tribulati- 
on: That whoever did not forſake Father, 
Mot ber, Wife, Children, Lands, and their very 
Lives, could not be his Diſciples: That he 
who ſ:ugkt to ſave bis Life in this World, 
ſhould 4% it in the next. 

Now 
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New that this deſpiſed Doctrine of the Croſs 
ſhould prevail ſo Univerſally againſt the 
Allurements of Fleſh and Blood, and all the 
Blandiſhments of this World ; againſt the Page, 
and Perſecution of all the Kinys and Powers © 
the Earth, muſt ſhew it's Original to be Di- 
vine; and its Protector Almighty. What is it elſe, 
could Conquer without Arms, Perſuade without 
Rbetorick; overcome Enemies ; diſarm - 
rants; and ſubdue Empires without Oppoſition ! 


VIII. We may add to all this, the Teſti- 
monies ofthe moſt bitter Enemies and Perſecu- 
tors of Chriſtianity, both Fews and Gentiles, to 
the Trub of the Aatter of Fact of Cbriſt, 
ſuch as Joſepbus and Tacitus; of which the 
Firſt flouriſh'd about Forty Years after the 
Death of Chri#?, and the Other about Seventy 
Years after : So that they were capable of 
examining into the Truth, and wanted not 


Prejudice and Malice ſufficient to have inclin'd 


them to deny the Matter of Fadt it ſelf of 
Cbriſt: But their Confeſſing to it, as like- 
wiſe Lucian, Celſus, Porpbyry, and Fulian the 
Apoftate; the Mabomerans ſince, and all other 
Enemies of Chriftianity that have Ariſes in the 


World, is an undeniable Atteſtation to the 


Truth of the Matter of Fatt. 


IX. But ther is another Argument more 
ſtrong and convincing than even this Matter 
of Fact. More than the Certainty of what 1 
ſee with my Eyes. And which the Apoſtle 

Pcter 
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be Lyes, if it was ſo, becauſe they ſpoke of 
thoſe things which they ſaid, they 
Act. iv. 20. had both ſeen and heard, had looked 
1 Job. 1. 1. wpon, and handled with their 

Hands, &c. 

Neither can it be, that they, perhaps, 
might have 1 ſome temporal Advanta- 
ges to themſelves, but miſs'd of them, and 
met with Sufferings inftead of them: For, if 
it had been ſo, it is more than probable, that 
when they ſaw their Difappointment, they 
would have diſcover'd their Conſpiracy 5 eſpe- 
cially when they might not have only ſav'd 
their Lives, but got great Rewards for doing 
of it. That not one of them ſhould ever 
have been brought to do this. 

But this is not all. For they tell us that 
their Maſter bid them expect nothing but 
Suſfering in this World. This is the Tenure 
of all that Goſpe! which they taught. And 
they toldthe ſame to all whom they Converted. 
So that here was no Diſappointment, 

For all that were Converted by them, were 
Converted upon the certain Expectation of 
Sufferings, and , bidden prepare for it. Chriſt 
commanded his Diſciples to take up their 
Croſs daily and follow Him; and told them, 
that in the World they ſhould have Tribulati- 
on: That whoever did not forſake Father, 
Mot ber, Wife, Children, Lands, and their very 
Lives, could not be his Diſciples: That he 
who ſugkt to ſave bis Life in this World, 
ſhould /»/c it in the next. 

| Now 
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Now that this deſpiſed Doctrine of the Croſs 
ſhould prevail ſo Univerſally againſt the 
Allurements of Fleſh and Blood, and all the 
Blandiſhments of this World; againſt the Page, 
and Perſecution of all the Kims and Powers © 
the Earth, muſt ſhew it's Original to be Di- 
vine; and its Protector Almighty. What is it elſe, 
could Conquer without Arms, Perſuade without 
Rhetorick; overcome Enemies; diſarm Ty- 


rants ; and ſubdue Empires without Oppoſition ! 


VIII. We may add to all this, the Teſti- 
monies ofthe moſt bitter Enemies and Perſecu- 
tors of Chriſtianity, both Fews and Gentiles, to 
the Truh of the Aatter of Fact of Chrif, 
ſuch as Joſepbus and Tacitus; of which the 
Firſt flouriſh'd about Forty Years after the 
Death of Chri#?, and the Other about Seventy 
Years after : So that they were capable of 
examining into the Truth, and wanted not 
Prejudice and Malice ſufficient to have inclin'd 
them to deny the Matter of Fadt it ſelf of 
Cbriſt: But their Confeſſing to it, as like- 
wiſe Lucian, Celſus, Porpbyry, and Fulian the 
ApoHtate ; the Mabometans ſince, and all other 
Enemies of Cbriſtianity that have Ariſes in the 


World, is an undeniable Atteſtation to the 
Truth of the Matter of Fadi. 


IX. But ther is another Argument more 
ſtrong and convincing than even this Matter 
of Fact. More than the Certainty of what I 
ſee with my Eyes. And which the Apoſtle 

Peter 
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Peter calld a more ſure Word, that is, Provf ; 
J 


than what he ſaw and beard upon the Ho 
Mount, when our Bleſſed Saviour was Transfigu- 
1d before him, and two other of the Apo#les: 
For having repeated that Paſſage as a Proof 
of that whereof they were Eye-Witneſſes, and 
beard the Voice from Heavens giving Atteſtati- 
on to our Lord Cbriſt, 2 Pet. 1. 16. 17, 18. 
He ſays, ver. 19. We have alſo a more ſure Wird 
of Propheſy, for the Proof of this Feſws being 
the Meſſiab, that is the Propheſies which had 
gone before of Him, from the Beginning of 
the World; and All exactly fulſilled in Him. 
Men may diſpute an Impojition or Deluſion 
upon our outward Senſes, But how that can 
be Falſe, which has been ſo long, even from 
the Beginning of the World, and fo Often by 
all the Prophets, in ſeveral Ages fore-rold ; 
how can this be an Impoſition, or a Forgery ? 
This is particularly inſited on, in the Me- 
t hod with 1 Fews. And even the Dei#ts muſt 
confeſs, that that Book We call the Old Te Ha- 
ment, was in being, in the Hands of the 
Jews long before our Saviour came into the 
World. And if they will be at the Pains to 
compare the Propheſies that are there of the 
Meſſiab, with the Fulfilling of them, as to 
Time, Place, and all other Circumſtances, in 
the Perſor, Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrection, 


and - A(cenſiow of our Bleſſed Saviour, will 


find this Proof what our Apoſtle here calls it, 
a Light ſhining in a dark Place, until the Day dawn, 
and the Day-ſtar ariſe in your Hearts, Which 

God 
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God grant. Here is no poſlibility of Deceit 
or Impoſt ure. | 

Old Propbeſies, (and all ſo agreeing) cou'd 
not have been contrived to countenance a 
new Cheat: And nothing. cou'd be a Cheat, 
that cou'd fulfill all theſe. 

For this therefore I refer the Deiſs to the 
Met bod with the fews. 

I defire them likewiſe to look there, Sec. 
XI. and conſider the Prophecies given ſo long 
ago, of which they fee the Fulfilling at this 
Day, with their own Eyes, of the State of the 
Fews, for many Ages pat, and at preſent ; 
without a Kg or Prie t, or Temple, or Sacri- 
fie, ſcattered to the four Winds, Sifted as with 


and always ſo to be, a diſtin& People from 
all others of the whole Earth. Whereas 
thoſe Mighty Manarcbies which Oppreſſed 
the Jews, and which Commanded the World, 
in their Turns; and had the greateſt Humane 
Proſpect of Perpetuity, were to be extin- 
guiſhed, as they have been, even that their 
Names ſhould be blotted out from under 
Heaven. 

As likewiſe, That as Remarkable of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, concerning the Preſer vation 
and Progreſs of the Chriſtian ,Church, when 
in her Swadling Cloaths, conſiſting only of 
a few poor Fiſher- Men. Not by the Sword, as 
that of Mahomet, but under all the Perſecuti- 
on of Men and Hell ; which yet ſhould not 
prevail againſt Her. | 


D But 
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But though I offer theſe, as not to be 
lighted by the Deifts, to which they can 
ſhew nothing equal in all prophane Hiſto- 
ry; and in which it is impoſſible any Cbeat 
can lie; yet I put them not upon the 
fame Foot as the Propbeſies before mention- 
ed of the Marks and Coming of the Meſſiah, 
which have been ſince the World began. 

And that General Expectation of the 
whole Earth, at the Time of His Coming, 
inſiſted upon in the Method with the Fews, 
Sect. V. is Greatly to be Notic'd. 

Bur, I ſay, the foregoing Propheſies of our 
Saviour, are ſo ſtrong a Proof, as even Mira- 
cles wou'd not be ſufficient to break their 
Authority. 

I mean, if it were psſiivle that a True Mira- 
ele could be wrought, in contradifion to them. 
25 that would be for God to contradict Him- 
elt. 

But no Sign, or Wonder, that could poſ- 
ſibly be folv'd, ſhould ſhake. this Evidence. 

It is this that keeps the Fews in their Ob- 
ſtinacy. Though they cannot deny the Mat- 
ters of Fadt done by our Bleſſed Saviour, to 
be truly Miracles, it ſo done as ſaid Nor 
can they deny that they were ſo done, be- 
cauſe they have all the Four Marks before 
mentioned. Yet they cannot yield: Why ? 


Becauſe they think that the Goſpel is in con- 
tradiction to the Law. Which, if it were, 
the Confequence would be unavoidable, that 
Both cou'd not be True. To ſolve W 

the 
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the Buſineſs of the Method with the Fews. 
But the Contradiction which they ſuppoſe, is 
in their Comments that they put upon the Law; 


eſpecially they expect a Literal Fulfilling of 
thofe Promiſes of the Ref auration of Feruſalem 


and outward Glories of the Church, of which 
ther is ſuch frequent mention in the Books 
of Moſes, the Pſalms, and all the Prophers, 
And many Chbrifians do expect the ſame ; 
and take thoſe Texts as Literally as the Fews 
do. We do Believe and Pray for the Converſion 
of the Fews. For this End they have been 
ſo miracuouſly Preſerv'd, according to the 
Propheſies ſo long before of it. And when 
that Time ſhall Come, as they are the moſt 


Honourable and Ancient of all the Nations on the 


Earth, ſo will their Charch Return to be the 
Mot her Chriſtian Church as ſhe was at Firſt; 
And Rome muſt Surrender to Feruſalem. Then 
all Nation, will Flow thither. And even E- 
zechiel's Temple may be Literally Built There, in 
the Met ropolis of the whole Earth; which Fe- 
ruſalem muſt be, when the Fullneſs of the Gen- 
tiles, ſhall meet with the Converſion of the 
Fews, For no Nation will then contend with 
the Fews, nor Church with Feruſalem for Supre- 
macy. All Nations will be ambitious to draw 
their Original from the Fews, whole are the 
Fathers, and from whom, as concerning the 
Fleſh, Cbriſt came. | 
Then will be fulfill'd that outward Gran- 
dewr and Reſt auration of the Fews and of · Je- 


+ ruſalem, 
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ruſalem, which they expect, purſuant to the 
Propheſies. | 

hey pretend not that this is limited to 

any particular Time of the Reign of the Meſ- 
fab. They are ſure it will not be at the be- 
ginning ; for they expect to go thro' great 
Conflicts and Tryals with their Meſſiah, (as the 
Chriſtian Church has done) before his Final 
Conqueſt , and that they come to Reign with 
him. So that this is no Obſtruction to 
their Embracing of Chriſtianity. They ſee the 
ſame things fulfil Pd in us, which they ex- 
ped Themſelves; and we expect the ſame 
things they do. | 
I tell this to the Dezfts, leſt they may 
think that the Fews have ſome ſtronger 
Arguments than they know of ; That they 
are not perſuaded by the Miracles of our 
Bleſſed Savicur, and by the fulfilling of all 
the Propbeſies in him, that were made con- 
cerning the Meſſiab, | 

As I faid before, I wou'd not plead even 
Miracles againſt theſe. | 
And if this is ſufficient to perſuade a Few, 


it is much more ſo to a Deiſt, who labours not 


under theſe Objection:. 

Beſides, I wou'd not ſeem to claſh with 
that (in a ſound Senſe } reaſonable Caution, 
us'd by Chriſtian Writers, not to put the Iſſue 
of the Truth wholy upon Miracles, without this 
addition, when not done in Contradiction 
to the Revelations already given in the Ho!y 
Scriptures . | | 
EI And 
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And they do it upon this Conſideration, 
That tho' it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that 
God wou'd work a real Miracle, in contra- 
diction to what he has already Reveal d: yet, 
Men may be impos d upon by Falſe and Seem- 
ing Miracles, and Pretended Revelations, ( as 
ther are many Examples, eſpecially in the 
Church of Rome) and ſo may be ſhaken in the 
Faith, if they keep not to the Huly Scriptures as 
their Rule. | 

We are told, 2 Theſ]. 11. 9. of him whoſe 
coming # after the working of Satan, with all Paw- 
er, and Signs, and Lying wonders. And Rev. 
xiii. 14 xvi I4. and xix. 20. of the Devil, 
and Falſe- Prophets working Miracles. But the 
Word, in all theſe Places, is only Ende, Signs, 
that is, as it is render'd, Matth. xxv. 24.which, 
tho' ſometimes it may be us'd to ſignifie Real 
Miracles, yet not always, not in theſe Places. 
For though every Miracle be a Sign and a 
Wonder, yet every Sign, or Wonder, is not a 
Miracle, i | 


X. Here it may be proper to conſider a 
common Topick of the Dezfs, who when they 
are not able to ſtand out againſt the Evi- 
dence of Fadt, that ſuch and ſuch Miracles 
have been done: then turn about, and de- 
ny ſuch Things to be Miracles, at leaſt, That 
we can never be Sure whether any wonderful 
Thing that is ſhewa to us, be a True or a Falſe 
Miracle, © | 1 1 
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And the Great A ent they go up- 


on, is this, That a Miracle being that which 


exceeds the Power of Nature, We cannot 
know what exceeds it, unleſs we knew the 
utmoſt Extent of the Power of Nature: And 
no Man pretends to know that; therefore, 
that no Man can certainly know whether any 
Event be miraculous. And, conſequently, he 
my be cheated in his Judgment betwixt True 
and Falſe- Miracles. 


8 Cbeated. And ther are many Examples 
of it. . | 

But that though we may not always 
Know when we are Cheated, yet we can Cer- 
tainly tell, in many Caſes, when we are not 
Cheated. 

For though we do not know the utmoſt 
Extent of the Power of Nature, perhaps, in 
any One Thing: Yet it does not follow, 
that we know not the Natare of any thing, 
in ſome meaſure; and that certainly too. 
For Example, though I do not know the 
ntmoſt Extent of the Power of Fire, yet I 
Certainly know, That it is the Nature of Fire 


to burn. And that when proper Fewel is ad- 


miniſtred to it, it is Contrary to the Nature 
of Fire not to Conſume it. Therefore, if I 
ſee Three Men taken off the Street, in their 
common wearing Apparel, and without any 
Preparation, caſt into the midſt of a Burning 
Fiery Furnace; and that the Flame was ſo 
Fierce, that it Burn up thoſe Men that 

ire 


To which I anſwer, That Men may be 
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threw them in; and yet that theſe who 
were thrown in, ſhou'd walk up and down 
in the Bottom of the Furnace, and I ſhou'd ſee 
a Fourth Perſon with them of Glorious Appear- 
ance, like the Son of God. And that theſe 
Men ſhou'd come up again out of the Fur- 
mace, without any harm. or fo much as the 
Smell of Fire upon themſelves, or their Cloaths, 
I cou'd not be deceiv'd in thinking that 
ther was a Stop put to the Nature of Fire, 
as to theſe Men; and that it had its Effect 
upon the Men whom it Barned, at the ſame 
Time. | 

Again, Tho' I cannot tell how Wonderful 
and Sudden an Increaſe of Corn might be pro- 
duc'd by the Concurrence of many Cauſes, 
as a Warm Climate, the Fertility of the Soil, &c. 
Yet this I can Certainly know, That ther is 
not that Natural Force in the Breath of two or 
three Words, ſpoken to multiply one ſmall Loaf 
of Bread, ſo faſt, in the Breaking of it, as 
Truly and Really, not only in Appearance and 
Shew to the Eye, but to * the Bellie, of ſe- 
veral Thouland hungry Perſons ; and that the 
Fragment; ſhou'd be much more than the Bread 
was at firſt 

So neither in a Word ſpoken, to raiſe the 
Dea1, cure Diſeaſes, &C 

Therefore, though we know not the ut- 
moſt Extent of the Power of Nature 3 yer we 
can certainly know what is Contrary to the 
Nature of ſeveral ſuch Things as we do 


Know, 
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And therefore, though we may be Cheated 
and impos'd upon in many Seeming- Miracles 
and Wonders ;. yet ther are ſome Things, 
wherein we may be Certain. 

But further, the Deifts acknowledge a God, 
of an Almighty Power, who mads all Things. 
| Yet they wou'd put it out of his Power, 
to make any Revelation of his Will to Man- 
kind. For if we cannot be Certain of any 
Miracle, How ſhou'd we know when God ſent 
any. thing Extraordinary to us ? 

Nay, How ſhou'd we know the Ordinary 
Power of Nature, if we knew not what ex- 
ceeded it? If we know not what is Natu- 
ral, How do we know ther is ſuch a thing 
as Nature? That all is not Supernatural, all 
Miracles, and fo diſputable, till we come to 
downright Scepticiſm, and doubt the Certainty 
of our outward Senſes, whether we See, Hear, 
or Feel; or all be not a miraculons Illuſion! 

Which, becauſe I know the Deiſt, are not 
inclin'd to do, therefore I will return to pur- 
fue my Argument upon the Conviction of our 
out ward Senſes. Dfſiring only this, That they 
wou'd allow tlie Senſes of other Men to be as 
Certain as their own. Which they cannot 
refuſe, ſince without this, they can have nd 
Certainty of their own. 


XI. Therefore, from what has been ſaid, 
the Cauſe is ſumm'd up ſhortly in this, That 
tho we cannot See what was done before 
our Time, yet by the Marks which I rs 

pr al 
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laid down concerning the Certainty of Matters 
of Fact done before our Time, we may be 
as much aſſur'd of the Truth of em, as if we 
ſaw them with our Eyes ; becauſe whatever 
Matter of Fa& has all the Four Marks before 
mention?d, coud never have been Invented 
and Received but upon the Conviction of the 
outward Senſes of all thoſe who did Receive 
it, as before is demonſtrated, And therefore 
this Topick which I have choſen, does ſtand 
upon the Conviction even of Mens outward 
Senſes, And ſince you have confin d me to 
one Topick, I have not inſiſted upon the other, 
which I have only nam'd. 


XII. And now it lies upon the Deifts, it 
they wou'd appear as Men of Reaſon, to ſhew 
ſome Matter of Fad of former Ages, which 
they allow to be True, that has greater Evi- 
dence of its Truth, than the Matters of Fact of 
Moſes and of Chriſt : Otherwiſe they cannot, 
with any ſhew of Reaſon, reject the one, and 
yet admit of the other. 

But, I have given them greater Latitude 
than this, for I have ſhewn ſuch Marks of 
the Truth of the Matters of Fatt of Miles and 
of Chriſt, as no other Matters of Fact of thoſe 
Times, however Trae, have, but theſe only: 
And I put it upon them to ſhezw any Forgery 
that has Al theſe Marks. 

This is a ſhort iſſue. Keep them cloſe to 
this. This determines the Cæuſe all at once. 


Let 
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Let them produce their Apollonia Tyanew, 
whoſe Life was put into Engliſh by the exe- 
crable * Charles Blount, and compar'd with all 
the Wit and Malice he was Maſter of, to 
the Life and Miracles of our Bleſſed Savi- 
onr. 

Let them take Aid from all the Legend. 
in the Church of Rome, thoſe Pious C cats, 
the ſoreſt D:ſgraces of Cbriſtianitiy; and which 
have bid the faireſt, of any one Contrivance, 
to overturn the Certæinty of the Miracles of 


Cbriſt, and his Apoſtles, and whole Tratb of 


the Goſpel, by putting them all upon the ſame 


Foot; at leaſt, they are ſo underſtood by the 
generality of their Devotees, tho* Diſown'd and 
Laug bd at by the Learned, and Men of Senſe 
among them. ; 

Let them Pick and Chuſe the moſt pro- 
bable of all the Fables of the Heathen Deities, 
and 
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* The Hand of that Scorner, which durſt write ſuch 
outragious Elaſphemy againſt hu Miker, the Divine Ven- 
geance has made hu on Executioner. H Hhich I wind 
not have mentioned ( becauſe the the Fudgment has be- 
fall'n others) but that the Theiſtical Club, have ſet thu 
up a a Principle; and printed a Vindication of tha ſame 
Blount, fer murdering of himſelf, by way of Fuſtification 
of Self murder. Nich ſome of them have ſince, as well 
& formerly, horridls practu'd upon themſelves. Therefore 
thy x no common Fudgmenr ro which they are delver d, 
but a viſible Mark ſet upon thern, to ſhem kow far God 
has forſalun them; and as a Caution to al! Chriſtians, to 
beware of them, and not to come near the Tents cf theſe 
wicked Men, leſt they periſh in their Deſtruction, Fork 
of Soul and Body. N | 
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and ſee if they can find in any of theſe, the 
Four Mark, before-mention'd. 

Otherwiſe let them ſubmit to the Irrefra- 
gable Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion, 


XIII. But if, notwithſtanding of all that 
is ſaid, the Deifts will {till contend, That 
all this is but Prie#-Craft, the Invention of 
Priefts, for their own Profit, &. then they 
will give us an Idea of Prieſts, far different 
from what they intend : For then, we muſt 
look upon theſe Pries, not only as the 
Cunningett and Wiſeſt of Menkind, but we ſhall 
be tempted to adore them as Deities, who 
have ſuch Power, as to impoſe, at their plea- 
ſure, upon the Senſes of Mankind. to make 
them believe, that they had practis'd ſuch 
Publick luſtitutions, Enacted them by Laws, 
Taught them to their Children, &c when 
they had never done any of theſe Things, 
or ever ſo much as heard of them before: 
And then, upon the Credit of their Believ- 
ing that they had done ſuch Things as they 
never did, to make them further Believe, 
upon the ſame Foundation, whatever they 
pleas'd to impoſe upon them, as to Former 
Ages: I fay, ſuch a Power as this, muſt ex- 
ceed all that is Humane; and, conſequently, 
make us rank theſe Priefs far above the Con- 
dition of Mortals. 

2. Nay, this were to make them out- 
do all that has ever been related of the 
Infernal Powers : For though their Leger-de- 


man 
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main has extended to deceive ſome unwa- 
ry Beholders; and their Power of work- 
ing ſome ſeeming Miracles has been great, 
yet it never reach'd, nor ever was ſup- 
pos'd to reach ſo far, as to deceive the 
Senſes of all Mankind, in Matters of ſuch 
Publick and Notoriom Nature as thoſe of which 
we now ſpeak, to make them believe, that 
they had enacted Laws for ſuch pablick Obſer- 
vances, continually Practisd them, Taught 
them to their Children, and had been In- 
ſtructed in them themſelves, from their 
Childhood, it they had never Enatted, Pratts'd, 
Taught, or been Taught ſuch Things 

2. And as this exceeds all the Power of 


Hell and Devils, ſo is it more than ever God 


Almigbty has done ſince the Foundation of 
the World. None of the Miracle: that He 
has ſhewn, or Belief which He has requir'd 
to any thing that He has Reweat'd, has ever 
contradicted the oatward Sen'es of any one 
Man in the World, much leſs of all Man- 
kind together. For Miracles being Appeals 
to our ot , Senſes, if they ſhould over- 
throw the Certainty of our outward Senſes, 


muſt deſtroy, with it, all their own Certain- 


ty, 45 to us; fince we have no other way 
to judge of a Miracle exhibited to our Sen- 
fes, than upon the Suppoſition of the Cer- 
rarmty of our Senſes, upon which we give 
credit to a Miracle, that is ſhewn to our 
Senſes, © 282 
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4. This, by the way, is 2 yet unanſwer'd 
Argument againſt the Miracle of Tran{ubſtan- 
tiation, and ſhews the Weakneſs of the De- 
fence which the Church of Rome offers for 
it, (from whom the Socinjans have lick'd it 
up, and, of late, have Glory'd much in it 
amongſt us) That the Doctrines of the 
Trinity or Incarnation contain as great ſceming 
Abſurdities as that of Tranſabſtantiatien : For 
I wou'd ask, Which of our Senſes it is which 
the Doctrines of the Trinity or Incarnation do 
contradict? Is it our Seeing, Hearing, Feel- 
ing, Taſte, or Smell? whereas Tranſubſtantiati= 
on do's contradict all of theſe. Therefore 
the Compariſon is exceedingly ſhort, and out 
of purpoſe. But to Return. 221 

If the Cbriſtian Religion be a Cheat, and 
nothing elſe but the Iv ne of Priefts; and 
carrry'd on by their Craft, it makes their 
Power and Wiſdom greater, than that of Men, 
Angels, or Devils; and more than Ged Him- 
ſelf ever yet ſhew'd or expreſsd, to De- 
ceide and Impoſe upon the Senſes of Man- 


kmd, in ſuch Publick and Nutorious Matters © 
Fact. 


XIV. And this Airacle, which the Deifs 
mult run into to avoid theſe recorded of A- 
ſes and Chriſt, is much greater, and more 


aſtoniſhing than all the Scriptures tell of 
Them. | 


So that theſe Men, who laugh at all 
Miracles, are now oblig d to account tor the 


greateſt 
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main has extended to deceive. ſome unwa- 
ry Beholders; and their Power of work 
ing ſome ſeeming Miracles has been great, 
yet it never reach'd, nor ever was ſup- 
pos'd to reach ſo far, as to deceive the 
Senſes of all Mankind, in Matters of ſuch 
Publick and Notorious Nature as thoſe of which 
we now ſpeak, to make them believe, that 
they had enacted Laws for ſuch pblick Obſer- 
vances, continually Practis'd them, Taught 
them to their Children, and had been In- 
ſtructed in them themſelves, from their 
Childhood, it they had never Enatted, Pratts'd, 
Taught, or been Taught ſuch Things 

2. And as this exceeds all the Power of 
Hell and Devils, ſo is it more than ever God 
Almiobty has done ſince the Foundation of 
the World. None of the Miracle: that He 
has ſhewn, or Belief which He has requir'd 
to any thing that He has Reveal d, has ever 
contradicted the oatward Senles of any one 
Man in the World, much leſs of all Man- 
kind together. For Miracles being Appeals 
to our ovtward Senſes, if they ſhould over- 
throw the Certainty of our outward Senſes, 
muſt deſtroy, with it, all their own Certain- 
ty, 25 to us; fince we have no other way 
to judge of a Miracle exhibited to our Sen- 
fes, than upon the Suppoſition of the Cer- 
rainty of our Senſes, upon which we give 
credit to a Miracle, that is ſhewn to our 
Senſes, © ISS 
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4. This, by the way, is 2 yet unanſwer'd 
Argument againſt the Miracle of Tran{ubſtan- 
tiation, and ſhews the Weakneſs of the De- 
fence which the Church of Rome offers for 
it, (from whom the Socinjans have lick'd it 
up, and, of late, have Glory'd much in it 
amongſt us) That the Doctrines of the 
Trmity or Incarnation contain as great ſceming 
Abſurdities as that of Tranſabſtantiation : For 
T wou'd ask, Which of our Senſes it is which 
the Doctrines of the Trinity or Incarnation do 
contradict? Is it our Seeing, Hearing, Feel- 
ing, Taſte, or Smell? whereas Tranſubſt antiati= 
on do's contradict all of theſe. Therefore 
the Compariſon is exceedingly ſhort, and out 
of purpoſe. But to Return. 2 

If the Cbriſtian Religion be a Cheat, and 
nothing elſe but the !/:wenticn of Priefts; and 
carrry'd on by their Craft, it makes their 
Power and Wiſdom greater, than that of Men, 
Angeli, or Devils; and more than Gcd Him- 
ſelf ever yet ſhew'd or expreſsd, to De- 
cerve and Impoſe upon the Senſes of Man- 


kind, in ſuch Publick and Nutorious Matters of 
Fatt. 


XIV. And this Airacle, which the Dei; 
muſt run into to avoid theſe recorded of A- 
ſes and Chriſt, is much greater, and more 
aſtoniſhing than all the Scriptures reli of 
Them. | | 

So that theſe Men, who laugh at all 
Miracles, are now obligd to account tor the 
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greateſt of all, how the Senſes of Markind 
cou'd be impos'd upon in ſuch pablick Matter: 
of Fadi. | | 
And how then can they make the Priefs 
the moſt conte mptible of all Mankmnd, fince they 


make Them the ſole Authors of this the greateſt 
of Miracles. 


XV. And ſince the Deiſfs, { theſe Men of 
Senſe and Reaſon ) have ſo wile and mean an 
Lea of the Prieſts of all Religions, why do 
they not recover the World out of the P. 
ſeſſion and Government of ſuch Blockheass? Why 

do they ſuffer Kings and States to be led by 
Them; to eſtabliſh their Decezts by Laws, and 
inflict Penalties upon the Oppoſers of them? 
Let the Deifts try their Hands; they have 
been trying, and are now buſie about it. 
And free Liberty they have. Yet have they 
not prevail'd, nor ever yet did prevail in any 
Civiliz'd or Generom Nation. And tho* they 
have ſome Inroads among the. Hotenrots, and 
ſome other the moſt Brutal Part of Man 
Rind, yet are they ſtill exploded, and Prieſts 
have and do prevail againſt them, among 
not only the Greateſt, but Beſt Part of the 
World, and the moſt Glorioms for Arts, Learn- 
mg, and War. | 


XVI. For as the Devil do's ape God, in His 
Inſtitutions of Religion; His Feaſts, Sacrifices, &c. 
ſo likewiſe in His Prieſts, without whom, 
no Religion, whether True or Faiſe, can ſtand. 

Falfe 
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Falſe Religion is but a Corruption of the 
True. The True was before it; though it be 
follow'd cloſe upon the Heels. 

The Revelation made to M ſes, is elder than 
any Hiſtory extant in the Heathen World. 
The Heathens, in Imitation of him, pretend- 
ed, likewiſe, to their Revelations; But I have 

iven thoſe Marks which diſtinguiſh them 

om the True: None of them have thoſe 
Four Marks before-mention'd. 

Now the Deifts think all Reve/ations to be 
equally Pretended, and 4 Cheat; and the Preefts 
of all Religians to be the ſame Contravers and 
Tuglers; and therefore they proclaim War 
equally againſt all, and are equally engag'd 
to bear the Brunt of all. : 

And if the Conteſt be only betwixt the 
Deiſts and the Priefts, which of them are 
the Men of the greateſt Part, and Senſe, let 
the Effects determine it; and let the Deifts 
yield the Vittery to their Conquerors, who; by 
their own Confeſſion, carry all the World 
before them. þ 


XVII. If the Deifts ſay, That this is be- 
cauſe all the World are Blockbeads, as well as 
thoſe Priefs who govern them; that all are 


Blockbeads, except the Deiſts, who vote them- 


ſelves only to be Men of Senſe. This, (be- 
ſides the Modeſty of it) will ſpoil their 
great and beloved Topick, in behalf of what 
they call Natural Religion, againſt the 1 

veal d, 
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weaP'd, wiz. appealing to the Common Reaſon 
of Mankind: This they ſet up againſt Reve- 
lation ; think this to be ſufficient for all the 
uſes of Men, here, or hereafter, ( if there 
. be any after State) and therefore that ther 
15 no uſe of Revelation : This Common Reaſon 
they advance as Infallible, at leaſt, as the ſureſt 
Guide, yet now cry out upon it, when it 
turns againſt them ; when this Common Rea- 
ſon runs after Revelation, (as it always has done) 
then Common Reaſon is a Beaſt, and we mult 
look for Reaſon, not from the Common Sentiments 
of Mankind, but only among the Beaux, the 
'Deift x. 


XVIII. Therefore, if the Deifts would a- 
void the Mortification, ( which will be very 
uneaſie to them ) to yield and ſubmit to be 
Subdu'd and Hew'd down before the Prieſts, 
whom of all Mankind, a Hate and Deſpiſe; 
if they would avoid this, let them confels, 
as the Truth is, That Religion is no Inventi- 
on of Prieſts, but of Divine Original: That 
Prieſts were Inſtituted by the ſame Author of 
Religion; and that their Order is a Perpetual 
and Living Monument of the Matters of Fatt 
of their Religion, Inſtituted from the Time 
that ſuch Matters of Fact were laid to be 
done, as the Levites from Moſes ; the Apoſtles, 
and ſucceeding Clergy, from Cöriſt, to this 
Day. That no Heathen Prieſts can ſay the 
ſame: They were not appointed by the ns 

| | whom 
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whom they ſerved, but by others in after 
Ages: They cannot ſtand the Te#t of the 
Foxr Rules before- mentioned, which the Chri- 
ftian Priefts can do, and they only. Now the 
Chriſtian Prieſthood, as Inſtituted by Chri## 
Himſelf, and continu'd by Succeſſion to this 
Day, being as Impregnable and Flagrant a Te- 
fimony to the Truth of the Matters of Fact 
of Cbriſt, as the Sacraments, or any other Pub- 
lick Inftitations : Beſides that, if the Prieſthood 
were taken away, the Sacraments, and other 
{ Publick Inſtitutions, which are adminiſtred 
| by their Hands, muſt fall with them: There- 
fore the Devil has been moſt buſie, and bent 
his greateſt Force, in all Ages, againſt the 
Prie fibood, knowing, that if That goes down, 
| All go's with it. 


XIX. With the Deizts, in this Cauſe, are 
join'd the Quakers, and other of our Diſſen- 
ters, who throw off the Succeſſion of our Priefi- 
| hood, ( by which only it can be demonſtra- 
ted) together with the Sacraments and pub- 
| lick Feſtruvals, And if the Devil could have 
prevail d to have theſe dropt, the Chriſti an 
Religion would loſe the moſt Undeniable and 
Demon#trative Proof for the Truth of the 
Matter of Fact of our Saviour, upon which 
the Truth of his Doctrine do's depend. There- 
fore we may ſee the Artifice and Malice of 
the Devil, in all theſe Attempts. And let 
thoſe wretched Inſtruments whom he Ignorant- 
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ly, (and ſome, by a miſguided Zeal ) has 
deluded thus to undermine Chrifianity, now 
at laſt look back and ſee the Snare in which 
they have been taken: For if they had pre- 
vail'd, or ever ſhou'd, Chriſtianity dies with 
them. At leaſt, it will be render'd precari- 
ou, as à thing of which no Certam Proof 
can be given. Therefore let thoſe of them 
who have any Zeal for the Truth, bleſs 
God that they have not prevaild ; and 
quickly leave them ; and let all others be 
aware of them. 

And let us Conſider and Honour the Prie#- 
hood, Sacraments, and other Publick Inſtitutions 
of Cbriſt, not only as Means of Grace, and 
Helps to Devotion, but as the Great Rviqences 
of the Chriſtian Religion, 

Such Evidences as no pretended Revelation ever 
had, or can have. Such as do plainly di- 
{tinguiſh it from all fooliſh Legends and In- 
poſtures whatſoever. 


XX. And now, laſt of all, it one Word 
of Advice would not be loſt, upon Men 
who think ſo unmeaſurably of themſelves, 
as the Deiſts, you may repreſent to them, 
what a Condition they are in, who ſpend 
that Life and Senſe, which God has given 
them, in Ridiculing the Greateſt of His 
Bleſſings, His Revelations of Chrijt, and by 
ChrijF, to Redeem thoſe from Eternal Mi- 
fery, who ſhall Believe in Him, and Go 

is 
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His Laws. And that God, in His Won- 


derful Mercy and Wiſdom, has fo Guarded 


His Revelations, as that it is paſt the Pow- 
er of Men or Devils to Counterfeit : And that 
there is no Denying of them, unleſs we will 
be ſo. abſurd, as to deny not only the Rea- 
ſon, but the Certainty of the outward Senſes, 
not only of One, or Two, or Three, but of 
Mankind in General. That this Caſe is 
ſo very Plain, that nothing but want of 
Thought can hinder any to Diſcover it. 
That they muſt yield it to be ſo Plain, 
unleſs they can ſhew ſome Forgery, which 


has all the Fur Marks, before ſet down. 


But if they cannot do this, they muſt quit 
their Cauſe, and yield a Happy Victory o- 
ver themſelves: Or elſe fit down under 
all that Ignominy, with which they have load- 
ed the Prieſts, of being, not only the moſt 
Perniciows, but (what will Gall them more) 
hy 2008 Inconſiderate, and Inconſiderable of Man- 
kind. 


Therefore, let them not think it an Un- 


dervaluing of their Worthinef,, that their 


whole Cauſe is compriſed within ſo narrow 
a Compaſs: And no more Time beſtow'd 
upon it than it is worth 

But let them, rather, Reflet, how far 
they have been all this Time from Cłriſti- 
anity ; whoſe Rudiments they are yet to 
learn! How far from the Way of Salvari- 
on How far the Race of cheir Lives is 
| VEE run, 
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run, before they have ſet one Step in the 
Road to Heaven. And therefore, how much 
Diligence they ought to uſe, to redeem all 
that Time they have loſt, leſt they loſe 
themſelves for ever; and be convinc'd, by 
a dreadful Experience, when it 1s too late, 


That the Goſpel is a Truth, and of the laſt 
Conſequence. 4 
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